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The Great Lesson To Be Learned From The Hurricane:
Every day there are hurricanes
from which Hashem protects us!

Many of our brothers in America, especially those who live
in communities close to the ocean front of New Jersey and
New York, such as Seagate; Far Rockaway; the Five Towns,
Lakewood, Deal, etc., are going through tough times after
experiencing the traumatic event of being in the path of one
of the biggest storms ever to strike the east coast. Some are
beginning to feel despondent over the destruction that was
brought upon many Yiddishe neighborhoods.

The hurricane brought strong winds and waves that caused
the Atlantic Ocean to cross its natural borders. Homes were
decimated, and it is miraculous that few people were hurt, with
the damage limited to material things. But the financial loss,
numbering in the millions, is staggering, and its effects will be
felt for years to come.

After the initial shock of a catastrophe, Jews begin to
contemplate what we are meant to learn from an event of so
great a magnitude. It is praiseworthy of our people that we look
to our leaders for guidance, and that we know our limitations.

It is important to point out that we will not try to participate
in the hunt to trace these cataclysmic events to a specific area
of sin, as has become the custom of so many, because in
my humble opinion this area belongs only to Gedolei Yisroel,
leaders of Klal Yisroel, who as we see are very cautious about
assigning blame.

We all know that there are so many areas in which we
can improve. We seek to understand these events from
the perspective of our holy great Rabbis, the Rishonim and

Acharonim from the past. Their teachings can still lead us on the
proper path through the storm to show us how to react and in
what areas to improve.

The brachah to Hashem of
“MWNKNA nwyn ey, the Creator of the world

To begin with, we must reaffirm our faith and remember
that any time an unnatural event occurs, it is done only with the
watchful eye from Above, as the law states: “On a shooting
star; earthquake; lightening; thunder; hurricane; on all these,
one says the brachah ‘Praise You, Hashem our G-d, Who
created the world.” And if he chooses, he may say, ‘Praise
You, Hashem our G-d, Whose strength fills the world.” (Orach
Chaim 227:1)

Those people who survived the hurricane must praise
Hashem with a full heart, like David Hamelech sings (Psalms
107:23):

"WYn INT 700,037 03 1OXYN w1y NN oo
15U, 191 DRIIM 70 MY TRV R, A%1¥02 PMIKYON ‘A
951 712w WM MM, AN0NN Y72 DWHI NN 1T 0w
AN DITMpINm DAY X2 1 YK 1pyEn L, yYann onnon
NN YX DR IpInw? D InnwN 0 wnm annTH 11yo op?
oy Yapa imnmin 0T Mab PmKYeN 1Ton ‘1Y 1M ,0¥bn
S1mSYm oapr awinm

“Those who go downto the seain ships, who work in mighty
waters; they saw the deeds of Hashem and His wonders in the
deep. He spoke and He set up a storm and raised its waves. They
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went up to the Heavens, they came down to the depths. Their
souls melted with trouble. They were frightened and staggered
like a drunkard and all of their wisdom was destroyed. They
cried out to Hashem from their distress that He take them out
of their straits; [thus] the storm He settled into a calm and the
waves were stilled. They rejoiced and they were stilled, and He
led them to the region of their desire. They shall thank Hashem
for his kindness and for his wonders to the children of men.
And they shall exalt Him an assembly of people and in a sitting
of elders praise Him.”

How should we look upon recent events?

To those of our brothers who experienced damages
and financial losses, we have a big obligation to empathize
with them in their sorrow and try to help them in every way
possible, but they themselves who suffered financial losses
should realize that amazingly, this historic event was included
in the words of David Hamelech, when he mentioned three
times the words: .“11on oYY * 210 » ‘1Y 1MA” - “Praise
Hashem for all the good, for His kindness is forever.” (Psalms
106:1, 107:1, 136:1)

In Gemara Pesachim (108a), we learn that Rav Chisdah
asks, what does it mean when it says %1% »> 2w 0 119 111"
“r1on ? The Gemara answers that it means “Praise Hashem,
Who pays mankind back with good; a wealthy man with his
ox; a poor man with his sheep; an orphan with his eggs; and a
widow with her chicken.” Rashi explains that “the wealthy lose
their belongings and are forgiven.”

\Welearn fromthis that when someoneloses his possessions
he must praise Hashem, keeping in mind the concept of 1mi”
‘“rron oYYY D 2w D ‘aY - praise Hashem for all the good,
for His kindness is forever. Hashem took from him his physical
wealth in lieu of physical punishment.

Every day there are strong winds,
but Hashem protects us.

What we should begin to recognize when we think about
this hurricane is that each day we are faced with multiple
dangerous situations, but Hashem protects us. Any time we
walk in the street we are placed in harm’s way, but Hashem
watches over us.
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The Gemara Shabbos (32a) teaches us:

wn ,u1TI0Y DMWY D 1YY TIT N ,pIwD KX DTN
20N und %Y ANPa MY D PeYa ImT N WK
DITd a%wn Yow nTH DITId 1mbynw 1o 1rya amT
115K, 9137 1K XD OX1 91X 091 uthpap 1Y wr R Iy
."Pv WY wn 0N Sw pubpap

“When aperson sets out to the marketplace, it should appear
in his eyes as if he were handed over to the Roman court; if
one experiences a headache, it should appear in his eyes as if
they placed him in chains; if one becomes bedridden, it should
appear in his eyes as if they brought him up to the scaffold to be
judged. For anyone who ascends the scaffold to be judged, if he
has powerful advocates, he will be saved; but if not, he will not
be saved. And these are a person’s true advocates: repentance
and good deeds.”

And we also find in the Gemara (Niddah 31a):

WY 12 NDIN ¥ "1 TIN (K-2 TYWw?) 29 N5T °KN o 31 waT”
W, TNN0Y INXW OTN 12 WA 7270 21N 103,00 oX
NPDD VALY YNW DY AT 7 Y nna 1an RS yipy
MMM 7OR WY NI 09 mawm 1nn Y nnn o man by
D*poX ' 1] (MP-2Y @'90N) 27157 NN ITYOK 17 KT 0
190X ,09199 17130 OW 71721 ,172Y MIXYD) aww [N pYN
D32 77N 1K P Yya

“Rav Yosef leams “I thank Hashem when he is angry with
me; your anger turns away to comfort me.” What is this passuk
speaking about? Two people who are about to set out on a trip;
the first one injures himself and is unable to make the trip, and he
is cursing his situation. Days later he hears about the sinking of
the boat his friend was on and he begins to sing the praise. That
is the meaning of “your anger turns away to comfort me”. and
Rabi Elazar asks, what does it mean? He alone makes wonders;
blessed is Hashem forever — even the person for whom the
miracle occurred does not know of this.” (Psalms 72:18)

How incredible are the words of the Toras Chaim (Bava
Kama 16), who teaches us that the reason that the members
of the Great Assembly instituted the blessing of “Modim” to be
recited in the Shemoneh Esrei thrice daily is in order to fulfill
the command of: mwn anrwi Y5 Sy” - “a-1 HYoan mwan Yo"
“X112% ©YRPY X DWI DTRW—"One must praise Hashem for
each and every breath one takes.”
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Here are his beautiful words:

5531 ny Y531 01 Y52 DTN Y5 DY TON AWV a0 KW ey
ST NI 105 09 1120, 102 710N 0 YA PRW KON U
Ty 551 YNM Aynn Y51 Yoo ayod YOw whn 1N
TYXN 0 (1019 2Y9N) MKW 19D, 10W 71N 10N K10 nwn
AN WA 95 MM N Y0 W) 1T AWK (22 1K) 2N, 1010 7

Y05 %5 5y vai1 9521 Ny Y52 7720 DIRA ATW IR R T

55 Sy 1 SHan anwin Y5 0Mon MKW 1D ,anwn avnm

552 125 Sy aYyn 1Rw M Y1, YHaY DIX 27N anvwn o)

12 D135 N1 M2 Mnd oYY KOK 71an? inkn Yonw v
.obwion

NN 270 T IPAT R DTN TP Y g Xiw e
0%1Yi "3 217 1PW Y01, aynn avwn ayod Y Yy ANTIm maw
,T2 KXY 1100 NDYONA A 09w *Han "IN Thn oo
115732) D50 1K, AXTIT 71572 X923 A1 0990 10 D ox
I PN Y MKW SXIw noadd S Syn 15K AT (:aY

155N Y51 MY 170", MPN YT NI WK AN NN

55 NIX NAN AXTIT DTX D190°W 15, AKTIT N2 DX P11y

NXT11,V27 Y92 1y AWy 7720 Xiw YoM 0 7om mnwi

NMN DT MY 170" 1Y1,NAX ANTIA2 NAX N33 1910 nan e

17T ,79 MMpD 2 Mnw? Y 7 DNt 70 Yy ;Y

PmIXYD) Sy 1y 01 o1 Yoaw o1 Yy, anwn 1w Yo Yy
191 07X P21 2 Y Yoaw Mol

“In reality, Hakadosh Baruch Hu is constantly performing
favors on our behalf, to which we are, for the most part,
oblivious. Most of His deeds are taken for granted as part of
the daily scheme of things. Every step, every movement, and
every breath; all emanate from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Therefore,
it would behoove man to thank Hashem and bless Him every
minute of every day. Not to appreciate this kindness is a form of
denial, chas v’'shalom.

“Seeing as it is impossible to stand in praise and thanks
to Hashem from morning until night — and most people,
unfortunately, are busy chasing after money and other trivial
matters of this world, without so much as uttering a brachah or
aword of thanks — the Members of the Great Assembly devised
a brilliant solution. They established a blessing of gratitude
to be recited during each of the three daily prayers. In this
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manner, one can simultaneously fulfill one’s debt of gratitude
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu for all His constant favors and miracles
on our behalf with one single expression of thanks. This is the
purpose of reciting the formula of “Modim Anachnu Lach” -
thanking Hashem for our very lives and our every breath, which
are under His constant control and supervision.”

From here we see that we are constantly standing in harm’s
way, susceptible to all types of disasters. We might not openly
see it, but this does not absolve us from our requirement to
thank Hashem. We must remember, 017 *1* ,p1w9 KX DTN
MO PPV OOIT N WNRIL W L,0PTIOY 100w M va
"9pa 1MW - “When a person sets out to the marketplace,
it should appear in his eyes as if he were handed over to the
Roman court; if one experiences a headache, it should appear
in his eyes as if they placed him in chains; we should therefore
praise Hashem three times a day for all He does for us.”

This, brethren, is the lesson we need to learn from the storm
that Hashem has sent us. The passuk says “¥1 DTN 29 71X D
1MYIN” - “man can stray from an early age.” The daily routine
can cause people to forget to properly and actively appreciate
all of the many miracles they experience each day, so every
now and then Hakadosh Baruch Hu sends us a reminder — a
hurricane, which, even if the machines and weathermen can
predict its course, they are honest in that they cannot stop it,
nor protect us from it, as it says in Mishlei (21:30), “There is no
council, nor ideas, that can go against His wishes.”

Just because we do not actively see and feel the danger is
no reason to assume it is not there. The author of the Pesach
Haggadah states: 72%1 TnX X5w , 1% 1'maxy a1oyw Xm”
Amoab 1YY DTy 11T MT Yoaw KOX 1'mvoY by oy
,"RT 1YNN 1"apm

"This helps us, because in each generation there are forces
that come out to destroy us, but Hashem saves us fromthem.”

There are good reasons why the chachamim have instituted
that every morning we say a thank you for “opening our eyes”
- “o™My n;d”; for “standing us straight” — “12x »1YXN ONI";
and for “setting our feet’ —“@"0102 PIT*; because sadly, there
are too many who do not have these abilities, R”l. For every
time we return home safely we should again take a moment to
thank Hashem.
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